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Name Cindy Woodward

Course/Grade: English 7th grade
Lesson title:  International Current Events

UbD Template 2.0
Rationale-My students need to expand their world outside of their county and state.  They need to know what is going on in the world around them.  I want them to understand that studying current events helps them understand the importance of people, events, and issues in the news around the world.  Students will pick a global issue at the beginning of the year and track that issue with all the individual assignments.  The main focus in my English class is reading, writing, text structure, and technology. One of our school's cornerstones is technology, and I am preparing my students for a state reading and writing test.  My focus for this unit is that my students investigate the world, recognize perspectives, and communicate ideas.  
	Stage 1 Desired Results

	ESTABLISHED GOALS

History-7th grade

USII.1
The student will demonstrate

skills for historical and geographical

analysis and responsible citizenship,

including the ability to
b)  make connections between the past

and the present;
d)  interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives;
e)  evaluate and debate issues orally and

in writing

English 7th grade
Communication: Speaking, Listening, Media Literacy 
7.1 The student will participate in and

contribute to conversations, group

discussions, and oral presentations. (a, c, d)
7.3 The student will understand the

elements of media literacy. (a,b)
a) Identify persuasive/informative techniques

used in nonprint media including television,

radio, video, and Internet. 

b) Distinguish between fact and opinion, and between evidence and inference.
Reading

7.6 The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of nonfiction texts. (c-l)

Writing 
7.7 The student will write in a variety of forms with an emphasis on exposition, narration, and persuasion.
Research 
7.9 The student will apply knowledge of appropriate reference materials to produce a research product. 

(a-e)Collect and organize information, Evaluate the validity and authenticity of sources, use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate, and communicate information, cite primary and secondary sources. 
Foreign Language

MFLI.1 The student will exchange simple

spoken and written information in the

target language.

MFLI.3 The student will understand

Simple spoken and written target

language presented through a variety of

media and based on familiar topics.

MFLI.5
The student will present

information orally and in writing in the

target language, using a variety of

familiar vocabulary, phrases, and

structural patterns.

Technology

C/T6-8.2   The student will demonstrate

proficiency in the use of technology.

C/T 6-8.4 The student will practice

responsible use of technology systems,

information, and software.

C/T 6-8.5  The student will demonstrate

knowledge of technologies that support

collaboration, personal pursuits, and

productivity.

C/T 6-8.6   The student will use

technology to locate, evaluate, and

collect information from a variety of

sources.

C/T 6-8.7  The student will evaluate and

select new information resources and

technological innovations based on the

appropriateness for specific tasks.
C/T 6-8.9   The student will use a variety

of media and formats to communicate

information and ideas effectively to

multiple audiences. 

	Transfer

	
	Students will be able to independently use their learning to…

T1. Understand the importance of people, places, events, and issues in the news.
T2. Build vocabulary, reading comprehension, critical thinking, problem solving, oral expression, and listening skills.  

T3. Investigate and analyze news reports, images, and videos to inspire them to build  a list of reaction words (Wordle/Tagxedo), make a 30 second  video that reflects their synthesis of the events (Animoto), or create a photo essay talking about your views on a news topic.
T4.  Design a (Glogster) poster illustrating the event and information learned about the country.  Choose an international current event and conduct research about it using, the country, and citing  reliable sources.  

T5.  Create a  persuasive piece (VoiceThread) about an international controversial issue.

T6.  Consider different perspectives on one issue. 
T7.  Cite sources using Easybib.com.  

T8.  Read and communicate in a foreign language.

T9.  Identify different text structures. 

	
	Meaning

	
	UNDERSTANDINGS

Students will understand that…
U1. Current  events are the unfolding of our timeless stories in the present.
U2.  Everything we hear, read about, listen to, or see has a history and a future, and these stories shape public opinion and communities.
U3.  Studying current events will make them  informed global citizens and lifelong newsreaders.

U4. Studying current events helps students understand the importance of people, events, and issues in the news around the world.   

U5.  Newspapers provide a writing model: clear, concise style of news writing.

U6.  The role of media in society as well as essential skills of inquiry and self-expression are necessary to become global citizens 

U7.  Writing has different text structures.
	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

E1.  What have you learned about different countries?  
E2. What is the importance /significance of knowing what is going on in the world? 

E3.  Can you do anything about the news story?  

E4.  Why is it important to be informed citizens and lifelong newsreaders?

E5.  What makes a good story?

E6.  What is a reliable source?

E7.  What technology is the best for what you are trying to communicate?

E8.  How do you indentify the text structure of a nonfiction article?  

	
	Acquisition

	
	Students will know…

K1. How to make connections between the "here" and the "there".
K2.  How to make good, informed decisions, so they will have a solid understanding of what’s going on in the world around them.
K3. Information about many countries in the world that they didn't know before. 
K4. To make relevant connections across the curriculum.
K5.  How to access, analyze, evaluate, create and participate with messages in a variety of forms — from print to video to the Internet.

	Students will be skilled at…

S1. Forming  their own ideas, while recognizing others as well. (recognizing perspectives)
S2. Utilizing multiple forms of technology to enhance presentation.  

S3.  Analyzing, integrating, and synthesizing reliable sources both domestic and international. (investigating the world)

S4.  Examining perspectives of other people, groups, and media from around the world.  (recognize perspectives)
 S5. Taking part in debates, classroom discussions, and cooperative-group instruction.  
S6.   Media literacy skills.

	Stage 2 - Evidence

	Evaluative Criteria
	Assessment Evidence

	Students will show mastery of the text structure of problem and solution:  elements of problem and solution writing. The problem/solution paper will be graded based on the Virginia SOL writing rubric:  composing, written expression, and usage and mechanics.  
A rubric will be used to grade the Woordle or Tagxedo:  cloud-use of font, layout, and color, demonstrates understanding of the events, and word choice
A rubric will be used to grade the Animoto project:  title, information points, pictures, music, and copyright policy-fair use.
A rubric will be used to grade the Glogster-required information  included, labels and can be read from three feet away, relevant graphics, attractiveness, proper spelling/grammar
The debate will be judged on the information, rebuttal, use of facts/statistics, organization, presentation style, and persuasive techniques. 

The persuasive paper will be graded based on the Virginia SOL writing rubric:  composing, written expression, and usage and mechanics.  Students must provide a well-researched presentation that is relevant, compelling, persuasive.

The written article will be graded for the inverted pyramid structure, grammar and spelling.  The newscast rubric will consist of content/organization, voice volume, production quality, video editing, audio editing, and camera techniques.  
The language study will be graded on their participation in the group discussing the article in a foreign language and the questions developed to check classmates for comprehension.  
	TRANSFER TASK(S):

1.  Current Global "Problem and Solution" Worksheet- **Select a news article that describes a global political, social, economic or other problem.  Print it and read it carefully.  Then complete the following activities and questions.  Step 1- What is the problem?  a.)  Summarize the problem using facts from the article.  b.)  Explain why this situation is a problem.  c.)  Describe what might happen if the problem is not corrected.  Support this prediction with facts from the news article.    Step 2-What are the opposing sides in the controversy?  a.) Identify the "special interest groups" affected by this problem.  b.)  Identify others who may be affected by this problem.  c.) Summarize the responses to this problem by watch group. Step 3-a.) Identify the possible solutions discussed in this article.  b.)  Brainstorm other solutions.  c.)  Can this solution lead to other problems?  Explain.  e.)  What do you think is the best solution to this problem?  f.)  Is there a difference between c and e?  Why? 
**Write a problem/solution paper using the worksheet as a brainstorm stating the global issue. Analyze the problem and propose a method for solving it. The problem you choose to analyze should be one that offers some challenges, but is still possible to resolve. A problem-solution essay should have the following characteristics:  a problem that needs to be solved,  a thesis statement that identifies the problem and points toward the solution,  identification of several possible solutions,  specific facts, details, examples, and reasons indicating why one, solution is best, and an analytical tone.
2.  Current Events with  Wordle or Tagxedo - The goal of the lesson is to investigate and analyze online news reports, images, and videos to inspire you to build a list of reaction words.  Use those words to create a Wordle and finally to make a 30 second Animoto video that represents and reflects their synthesis of the events in other parts of the world. Student task #1-Anaylze a minimum of 5 of the sites, I have provided which all relates to current events happening in the world.  Student task #2-Synthesize the information from various sites to build a list of words that describe your observations, feelings, and reactions to these events.  Your list should reflect what YOU have learned and YOUR feelings.  There is no incorrect reaction or adjective!  Try to write as many reaction words as you can for EACH site you investigate.  Keep track of the reaction words as well as the site they correspond with.   A minimum for 15 reaction words are required.  Student task #3-  Create a Wordle or Tagxedo of your reactions words.  Type the set of your reaction words for each site you investigate into the text box.  Click on create.  Name your Wordle or Tagxedo so that is connected with you.  Once you have created your Wordle, take a screen shot (click the Prt Scr/SYSRq button and then click control V to paste it from the clipboard) of it to be used as an image for your 30 second Animoto video.  You can also save your Wordle or Tagxedo to the public gallery and then save the image to your desktop or take a screen shot from there. Student task #4-Choose from the following list of sites to investigate.  As you read through the information and look at images and make a list of reaction words and/or phrases that describe what you are learning.  Be creative and list words of how you feel about what is going on.  

http://www.aljazeera.com/, http://www.cnn.com/, http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world/, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/world/, http://www.world-newspapers.com/, http://www.ipl.org/div/news/, http://dir.yahoo.com/News_and_Media/Newspapers/By_Region/Countries/, http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/
3.   Current Events with Animoto-Student Task #1- While you are investigating the sites, find images that reflect the list of reaction words.  Copy and save the images to your desktop.  Go to animoto.com.  Sign up for your free account if you don't already have one.  You will need to verify your account via the email address you used to sign up with.  Once you have verified your account you can begin creating your Animoto video using the images you have saved on your desktop.  Your Animoto video will allow you to upload between 10 and 13 images.   Keep in mind that you will also use your Wordle or Tagxedo image twice in the Animoto video. Step 1- Upload the pictures and videos that you saved on your desktop.   Step 2- Select a music track from the list of songs provided.  Animoto allows you the option to listen to the track before you chose it.  The track you select should convey the reactions words and images you chose for your Wordle or Tagxedo and Animoto video.  Step 3-Finalize your Animoto video.  This step will process and finalize your video.  Depending on the song track and images used this may take some time.  Sources will be cited with Easybib.com.
4.  Country and news research & Glogster-Choose an international current event and conduct research about it using reliable sources.  Be sure to use a variety of different sources including newspapers, magazines, television/radio news broadcasts, and Internet news providers. Using http://www.glogster.com/ create a poster-sized graphic organizer that illustrates the causes and effects of this event, and gives background information about the country.  Each student will choose a different country in the world and research it.  Glogster is an online poster website where students create an account and then use several tools to create a multimedia site.  It takes some time to get used to the effects in Glogster, but the poster can contain hyperlinks, videos, sounds, pictures, clipart and much more.  Sources will be cited with Easybib.com.
5.  Controversial issue with VoiceThread-Debate an international controversial issue with a partner/group or individually write a persuasive paper about the issue and incorporate the other side's point of view. By using  VoiceThread, students will create a  Podcast of the paper. Sources will be cited with Easybib.com.
DEBATE-The classroom debates are exercises designed to allow you to strengthen your skills in the areas of leadership, interpersonal influence, teambuilding, group problem solving, and oral presentation.  Debate topics and position statements are outlined below.  Groups may sign up on a first come, first served basis, by specifying both the debate topic and the position desired (i.e., Pro or Con).  All group members are expected to participate in the research, development, and presentation of your debate position.  Preparation will require substantial library research.  Each participating member will receive the same group grade.  Debating teaches many essential skills-Using debates in the classroom can help students grasp many essential critical thinking and presentation skills. Among the skills classroom debates can foster are: * abstract thinking* analytical thinking *citizenship/ethics/etiquette* clarity* cross-examination/questioning* point of view* distinguishing fact from opinion* identifying bias* language usage* organization* personal vs. political values* persuasion* public speaking* research* teamwork/cooperation* many more!  The debate will be videotaped using an Ipad, Bloggie, or flip camera to be shown to other classes.
Persuasive paper- Exploring topics-Find a Good Topic, Consider Both Sides of Your Topic and Take a Position, Gather Evidence Writing stage 1. Introduce your topic and assert your side 2. Present both sides of the controversy ~Tips for Your Essay:  Avoid emotional language, Know the difference between a logical conclusion and an emotional point of view, Don't make up evidence, Cite your sources using easybib.com, Make an outline, Be prepared to defend your side by knowing the strongest arguments for the other side. You might be challenged by the teacher or by another student.   By using  VoiceThread, students will create a  Podcast of the paper.
6.  Perspectives-Explain how "perspective" plays an important role in literature, art, film, mathematics, politics, journalism and other disciplines. Explore the role that "perspective" plays in disciplines such as literature, art and politics. Research a current event in the world. Write a news article about an event,  in the inverted pyramid structure, that includes eyewitness accounts from a variety of people. Then,  reflect in writing on what you learned from exploring a new perspective. Students will be a newscaster and be taped, with flip cameras or the Bloggie, presenting the article on  a newscast.  The video will can be edited in Movie Maker, combined with others in the group, and uploaded to YouTube or be posted on Edmodo.com. If it is uploaded to YouTube, the link will be posted on Edmodo.com on your class page.
7.  Language Study- Students will use http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/  or http://www.ipl.org/div/news/  to find an article.  First, students will find an article in the language in which they take at school.  They will get into groups of similar languages.  They will discuss (in that language) their articles.  Possible activities- 

~Grammar -Often a news article provides good examples of grammar - for example the past perfect. In this case, asking students to put particular events in chronological order leads to further work on this verb form.
~Sentence structure/style -Draw students attention to well-crafted sentences, or ask them to find sentences that they think are good or interesting examples.
~Make questions -Students read the article and write comprehension questions for other students to answer in the foreign language. This is best done in pairs.


	Shows good use of time and connecting their roles as global citizens
	OTHER EVIDENCE:

7.  Observation of groups during research time
8.  Observation of groups during collaboration/work time

	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Summary of Key Learning Events and Instruction
1.  Introduction  to the unit:  Teacher-led discussion of the goals of the unit, requirements of the unit, and the class will explore two newspaper sites and get familiar with them:  http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/  and  http://www.ipl.org/div/news/.   
2.  Problem Solution:  Student  will locate a news event that has represents some kind of a problem.  The problem/solution worksheet will be filled out based on an international article.  After completing the worksheet, the problem solution paper will be written: brainstorm (worksheet), rough draft, revise and edit, and final.    Students will decide if they can do anything about the problem.  Sources will be cited with Easybib.com.  (see description above) (T1, T2, T6, T7, T9, U1, U2, U3, U4, U6, E1, E2, E3, E4, E5, E6, K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6)
3.  After analyzing five different newspaper websites, students will create a Wordle or Tagxedo after building a list of reaction words.   (see description above)  (T1, T2, T6, T7, U1, U2, U3, U4, U6, E1, E2, E4, E5, E6, K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6)
4.  After investigating the newspaper websites, students will find images that reflect the list of reaction words and create an Animoto video  with music.   Students will use the Wordle or Tagxedo image to begin and finish their Animoto.  Photo sources will be cited with Easybib.com. (see description above) (T1, T2, T3, T6, T7, U1, U2, U3, U4, U6, E1, E2, E4, E5, E6, K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6)
5.  Students will choose an international current event and research the event and the country.  The students will use Glogster, an online poster site, to illustrate the causes and effects of the news event and background information about the country.  Sources will be cited with Easybib.com.  (see description above) (T1, T2, T4, T6, T7, U1, U2, U3, U4, U6, E1, E2, E4, E5, E6, K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6)
6.  Student will debate an international controversial issue or write a persuasive paper.  The debate will be done in class and videotaped.  Students will create a podcast of the persuasive paper, so other students can comment on their position.  (see description above) (T1, T2, T5, T6, T7, T9, U1, U2, U3, U4, U6, E1, E2, E3, E4, E5, E6, K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6)
7.  Students will create a newscast presenting the article they wrote about a current event in the world using the inverted text structure.  The newscast will be uploaded to Edmodo or YouTube.  (see description above)  (T1, T2, T6, T7, T9, U1, U2, U3, U4, U5, U6, E1, E2, E4, E5, E6, K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6)
8.  Students will complete a language study by finding an article in the language in which they are learning in school.  Students will discuss (in the foreign language) the article and look at the grammar, sentence structure of the article, and create comprehension questions for other students in the class to answer.  (see description above)  (T1, T2, T7, T8, U1, U2, U3, U4, U6, E1, E2, E4, E5, E6, K1, K2, K3, K4, K5, S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6)
  


