PSA of a global issue
Public Service Announcement
· Select a global issue.
· Use the following details to help you prepare for the  PSA.
1. What is the issue: ____________________________
2. What is the source of information on this issue:_____________________
3. What are the major facts relating to this issue?
4. What are your opinions and feelings about this issue and how do they impact your interpretation of the facts?
5. How do you think this issue impacts your community? Your country? The World?
6. What do you think the future significance of this issue will be?

· Getting Started

1. Choose your topic. Pick a subject that is important to you, as well as one you can visualize. Keep your focus narrow and to the point. More than one idea confuses your audience, so have one main idea per PSA. 
2. Time for some research - you need to know your stuff! Try to get the most current and up-to-date facts on your topic. Statistics and references can add to a PSA. You want to be convincing and accurate.
3. Consider your audience. Are you targeting parents, teens, teachers or some other social group? Consider your target audience's needs, preferences, as well as the things that might turn them off. They are the ones you want to rally to action. The action suggested by the PSA can be almost anything. It can be spelled out or implied in your PSA, just make sure that message is clear. 

4. Grab your audience's attention. You might use visual effects, an emotional response, humor, or surprise to catch your target audience. Be careful, however, of using scare tactics. Attention getters are needed, but they must be carefully selected. For example, when filming a PSA about controlling anger, a glass-framed picture of a family can be shattered on camera. This was dramatic, but not melodramatic. Staging a scene between two angry people to convey the same idea is more difficult to do effectively.
5. Create a script and keep your script to a few simple statements. A 30-second PSA will typically require about 5 to 7 concise assertions. Highlight the major and minor points that you want to make. Be sure the information presented in the PSA is based on up-to-date, accurate research, findings and/or data.
6. Storyboard your script.
7. Film your footage and edit your PSA. 
8. Find your audience and get their reaction. How do they respond and is it in the way you expected? Your goal is to call your audience to action. Are they inspired?
Current Events Journal
Brief Description

· On a weekly basis, students add two newspaper articles to their Current Events Journals, write a brief statement about the main idea of each article, and write a reflective statement on the importance of the news story. 

Objectives

Students will 

· skim newspapers for news articles that fit defined guidelines, 

· cut out two articles each week and write a brief description of the main idea for each, 

· reflect on the importance of the news story and write a statement demonstrating that reflection, 

· develop time management skills by planning work on this project so it is completed in full at the end of each quarter. 
Keywords, current events, newspaper, reflect, writing, journal, time management, main idea, critical thinking 

Materials Needed
· access to the daily newspaper (Alternative: access to online news sources or news magazines) 

· a notebook to hold news clippings and reflections 

Explain to students that, in this activity, they are responsible for keeping a Current Events Journal. On a weekly basis, they will collect two articles of interest from newspapers and keep a notebook of the articles they find. For each article, tell students they also will provide a reflection of 25-50 words that includes a statement of the main idea of the news story and the student's reaction to the importance of the news story. 

Notes about this project: 

· The project makes a great homework assignment because it provides opportunities for parents to work with students and to discuss news events with them. The project equates to 30 minutes of homework twice a week. 

· If students do not have access to a daily newspaper, they can use news magazines or online newspapers as their sources of information. 

· Students should have complete freedom to select news stories, however articles may focus on a specific subject area.

Having students hand in their Current Events Journals at the end of each quarter will help them learn the importance of keeping up with long-term assignments. 

Assessment

Each entry will be scored equally. If there are nine weeks in a quarter, for example, students should have 18 news clippings in their Current Events Journals. Assign each entry a value of 5.5 points -- for a total possible score of 100. 

Girls' Right to an Education

· prereading assignment-research the global issue of the lack of education in the world, especially in regards to girls. 

· Read "Malala the Powerful"
 http://www.scholastic.com/scopemagazine/PDFs/SCOPE-090113-Nonfiction.pdf
· Vocabulary

 -defy (dee-FYE) verb; 1. to boldly resist or refuse to obey; 2. to challenge or dare someone to do something
 -oppressive (uh-PRES-iv) adjective; 1. cruel or harsh; 2. causing discomfort by being excessive or intense
- plague (pleyg) 1. verb; to trouble, annoy, or torment in some manner; 2. noun; a widespread disease, affliction, calamity, or evil
 -refugee (REF-yoo-jee) noun; a person who is forced to leave his or her home because of war, persecution, or a natural disaster
- pseudonym (SOOD-uh-nim) noun; a false name used to conceal one’s identity

Venn Diagram

· Compare and contrast the conditions for the women in the United States and the women in Northern Pakistan.  

Research

· Research and find more examples and stories about this issue. 

Current Events
Find four currents events about international topics.  

· List of Possible Activities. Choose a different one for each article. 
⎯ Draw a political cartoon about the article. 

⎯ Make a Diorama about the article. 

⎯ Make a mobile about the people in the article. 

⎯ Make a poster using the information in the article. You may glue the article to the poster. 

⎯ Make a collage about the information in the article. You may use pictures from the Internet or from magazines. 

⎯ Make a pop-up card about the article. 

⎯ Draw a map of the country (state) that the article is talking about. Label the neighboring countries (states) and major cities or states. Make sure to use you map rules. 

⎯ ***Create a Prezi about the article. Maximum 6 slides. Email the Prezi to me or print it 

⎯ Write a letter to the editor about the article. State a question or an opinion about the article. Use correct letter format 

⎯ ****You are a T.V. reporter. Write a script for the article you read. Remember that you only have 3 minutes to tell the information 

⎯ Assume the identity of a person in the article. Write a journal entry reflecting your ideas, values and daily life. 

⎯ Draw a picture to illustrate the article. Make sure the main idea is displayed in the illustration. Place the picture on a separate piece of paper behind the article in your folder. 

**** If you choose one of these projects, you will be given three minutes to present it to the class.

Taking Action with real world problems

How do you plan for academically rigorous projects that are taken from the news?

Look for problems

· First, look for messy problems in the news.

· These are challenges for which there is no single solution.  

· You can't Google a solution.  Instead, getting to an answer may require trial-and-error or creativity.  Problem solving often cuts across disciplines and involves collaboration with partner who may come at problems in different ways.  

· Imagine a project in which you put students in the role of problem solver, racing the clock to design a rescue.    There is no shortage of curricular connections.  

Make it relevant
· A breaking news event might grab your students' attention briefly, but how will you sustain interest over time?  Also, what if your students live far from the action?  
· One strategy to make a project relevant is to connect student across distances  Those living far from the action get a chance to "see" an issue through the eyes of peers who are experiencing it at close range.  Connect with other teachers in the area on Edmodo or publishing sites.  Look up that area and Google schools.  Then try and connect with other teachers to see if they are interesting in collaborating.  

· Another strategy is to find an issue closer to home that plays the big headlines.  Maybe your students can blog about the issue with another local school.  Student interest is likely to be heightened when students can see the connection between an issue and their own lives.  
Encourage action

· Students may want to do more than learn from the news.  For example, after a devastating world event, young people may be moved to take part in  service projects.  

· Here are just a few resources--

National Service-Learning Clearinghouse--America's Most Comprehensive Service-Learning Resource.


http://www.servicelearning.org/     

· DoSomething--Join over 2.2 million young people taking action!   DoSomething.org is  the country's largest not-for-profit for young people and social change.  They have 2,215,655 members who help on causes they care about.  Bullying, Animal cruelty, homelessness, cancer.  The list goes on!  DoSomething.org spearheads national campaigns so 13-25 year olds can make an impact.  Over 2.4 million people took action through DoSomething.org in 2012.  Why?  Because apathy stinks!

http://www.dosomething.org/
